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It wouldn't seem that a Àlm about a phone sex hotline could be so
imaginative and creative but SZeeW TaON: AQ UQe[SecWed LRYe SWRU\
manages to be just that. 

Written b\ author, pla\wright, and screenwriter PeWeU LefcRXUW (DeVSeUaWe
HRXVeZiYeV, The Deal) and directed b\ actress TeUUL HaQaXeU (whose
short Rec\cling FlR proved promising), the indie comed\ marks the pair's
Àrst project as a married couple. This no doubt contributed to the
intriguing d\namic between the two leads, a frustrated \et Àer\ \oung
woman (NaWaOLe Zea) and a blocked writer (JeffUe\ VLQceQW PaULVe). The

pair, who begin chatting over a phone sex hotline, soon Ànd that the\'re on a journe\ of self-exploration. What starts out as
soulless small talk, turns into something much more³as the\ create scenarios that have less to do with sex and more to
do with the excitement of feeling alive and connected to someone. 

Zea'V portra\al of Delilah is what makes the Àlm so grounded and alluring. This is no surprise given that the actress turned
what could have been hollow small screen roles on shows like JXVWiÀed and The FRllRZing and gave them an edge. In
SZeeW TaON, Zea takes Delilah from a woman consumed with bitterness to a woman who openl\ shares her fantas\ about
having a dangerous love affair in war-torn Budapest. 

I had the chance to speak with Zea about acting with a phone instead of a scene partner, the scarcit\ of d\namic female
roles, and how she approached conve\ing her character's sexualit\ in an honest light.
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IAR: A ORW Rf DeOLOaK'V LQWeUacWLRQ LV ZLWK a SKRQe, aQd \RX'Ue QRW LQWeUacWLQJ ZLWK a VceQe SaUWQeU YeU\ RfWeQ, VR
ZKaW aUe VRPe Rf WKe cKaOOeQJeV WKaW WKaW SRVed?

NaWaOLe Zea: To be honest, it was wa\ more challenging doing it on the other side. JeffUe\ and I were both on the phone
for each other's coverage in a different room. The\ built for me, I'd have to ask JeffUe\ because I'm not sure where he was
and we didn't see much of each other, but for me the\ built this reall\ sad makeshift soundproof pocket. Blankets and
nothing else surrounded me; I was just in there with m\ landline and m\ iPad and hour after hour would go b\ and I
wouldn't see an\bod\ or talk to an\bod\. I would pop out ever\ once in a while to get some food and the crew would be
like: ´oh, we didn't know \ou were here toda\,µ so that was reall\ challenging. The loneliness was palpable, but I was reall\
luck\, because he did his coverage Àrst, so I got to pla\ around and learn m\ lines. I got to get a head start on it, whereas
he had to just jump right in.

SR ZKeQ \RX ZeUe RQ WKe SKRQe, Ke Kad aOUead\ ÀOPed LW, VR \RX ZeUe acWXaOO\ VSeaNLQJ WR KLP? 

Zea: We both there on the da\ for each other's coverage, so even though he had alread\ shot the scenes, I'm reall\ glad
we did it this wa\, because I reall\ wouldn't have wanted to go Àrst. I would have been like, ´I'm so over this, and I alread\
did this.µ So I think he got the disadvantage but he was a trooper. He showed up ever\ da\ and was great and put one
hundred percent into it.

MaQ\ SeRSOe KaYe cRPSaUed WKe VWaWe Rf TV WR WKaW Rf WKe IQdLe FLOP ZRUOd. SR aV VRPeRQe ZKR KaV beeQ a SaUW Rf
bRWK Rf WKRVe ZRUOdV, ZKaW'V \RXU WaNe RQ WKaW?

Zea: In m\ life, I've done one studio Àlm, so I have virtuall\ nothing to compare it to, and the onl\ thing I noticed that was
different about that was that no one was concerned about time. No one was concerned about burning Àlm, or ´we've got to
make our da\µ, ´we've got to get to the next location.µ There's so much stress that goes on, on a television set or an indie
Àlm about just reaching \our goals for the da\, because time is mone\. And when there's a limited amount of it, \ou have
no room for error. That's the onl\ thing that I noticed differentl\ on a big budget Àlm as opposed to the other stuff I've done,
but m\ frame of reference is prett\ slim.

HaYLQJ WKaW e[WUa WLPe, ZLWK WKLV ÀOP VSecLÀcaOO\, aQd QRW beLQJ UXVKed, ZKaW dR \RX WKLQN WKaW WKaW aOORZed \RX WR
bULQJ WR WKe UROe?

Zea: SZeeW TaON was ver\ indie, so we were concerned with making our da\s. But that's all I've ever known, so \ou work it
in as part of \our process, I guess. I don't even know what I would do with the luxur\ of being told to take m\ time.

WLWK fePaOe Ve[XaOLW\ RQ VcUeeQ, LW LV VeOdRP SRUWUa\ed LQ a UeaOLVWLc RU UeOaWabOe PaQQeU bXW I feeO OLNe ZLWK SZeeW
TaON, WKaW'V deÀQLWeO\ WKe caVe. DR \RX WKLQN WKaW LW'V UaUe fRU WKeVe VcULSWV WR cRPe aORQJ RU aUe WKeVe VcULSWV RXW
WKeUe aQd LW'V UaUe fRU VWXdLRV WR WaNe WKeP RQ? 

Zea: Well, I think there's something ver\ vintage in feel about this script. It harkens back to, there's kind of a '70s feel to it.
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I'm not sure where it comes from, but I feel like the movies and pla\s that I grew up watching were about these full\
reali]ed female characters, and their sexualit\ was just one more facet to them, amongst man\. And it wasn't what deÀned
and it wasn't the primar\ character of them, it was just one more ver\ health\ normal thing that made them who the\ were.
And I think that that essence is what I loved about the script and what I like about the character. It's arguabl\ a sexuall\,
thematicall\, it's sexual, but that's not reall\ what the movie is about. And I love that, I love that TeUUL, being a female
director, has so much to do with that. It sucks that still in this da\ and age, we have to put a caveat in front of director, with
gender, but that's the wa\ it is. And it does make a difference. It makes a huge difference. She approached me on a
couple occasions and said, ´in terms of what \ou are willing to expose ph\sicall\ in this scene, how are \ou feeling?µ and I
was like ´I'm Àne. I'm Àne, don't even worr\, whatever \ou want me to do, I'm Àne.µ I would never sa\ that to a male
director. I have a nudit\ waiver that's Àve pages long. Literall\, it's a custom-made studio waiver that's at m\ agenc\, it's on
Àle, and it's not short. But with her, I just knew that she wasn't going to do an\thing that wasn't right.

IQ VRPe ÀOPV, LW VeePV OLNe WKe ZRPaQ LV WKeUe fRU WKe PaOe Ja]e. IW·V OLNe WKaW LQ a KXJe SeUceQWaJe Rf ÀOPV bXW
QRW LQ WKLV RQe.

Zea: Right. So often, we're all guilt\ of it. I think women sometimes do it to, even women writers, because it's so ingrained
in us. But again, I think when \ou have more ladies than men in the room. I think that the nuances end up being there. And
I think that the intention ends up being wa\ more pure.

IQWeUeVWLQJ, aQd ZLWK The FROORZiQg aQd ZLWK JXVWiÀed, a ORW Rf SeRSOe KaYe WaONed abRXW KRZ \RXU UROeV RQ WKRVe
VKRZV cRXOd KaYe eaVLO\ beeQ WKe RQe-dLPeQVLRQaO JLUOfULeQd RU ZLfe cKaUacWeU, bXW WKe\'Ue QRW. TKe\'Ue VR Oa\eUed,
I aP cXULRXV KRZ PXcK Rf WKaW ZaV RQ WKe SaJe LQLWLaOO\, aQd KRZ PXcK Rf WKaW eYeQWXaOO\ deYeORSed ZKeQ \RX
VWaUWed SRUWUa\LQJ WKe cKaUacWeU? 

 

Zea: For JXVWiÀed, I was supposed to be a guest star in the pilot, and I was in one scene at the ver\ end, and ver\ few
lines, but I saw it. With her, I saw it. I was like, ´oka\, this could be reall\ good.µ So I think that was alread\ there and it's
no coincidence that this is EOPRUe LeRQaUd, and there's something about his characters, whether the\'re big or small, it
just doesn't matter. There are so much to even the right roles. So I just knew that it could end up being something special.
With Winona, or Claire, I thought it was completel\ miscast in the beginning. ´This is not for me,µ and as a matter of fact,
there was an actress that alwa\s popped in m\ head, and I can't remember her name, but I'm like, ´she would be great at
this, the role is perfect for her,µ so a lot of that character I ended up forcing onto the writers. The wa\ I saw her initiall\
didn't quite Àt with m\ essence, necessaril\. So the\ were reall\ great about sort of molding her and shifting her to be a
little more in the direction that I was forcing her into.

 

GRLQJ fURP JXVWiÀed WR The FROORZiQg, LW VeePV OLNe \RX MXPSed fURP WKRVe VKRZV SUeWW\ TXLcNO\.
 

Zea: Yeah, I did.
 

WaV LW dLfÀcXOW WR VKed WLQRQa aQd WaNe RQ COaLUe VR TXLcNO\?
 

Zea: You know, it wasn't because I still had Winona; she's still with us. So she's eas\ to compartmentali]e. One of the
reasons I'm not on full-time is because I feel like the\ were tr\ing reall\ hard, and bless their hearts for it, to make her
something more than what she is. And what she is, is a supporting role, and she should be, because it's about him, and
it's alwa\s going to be about him. And I felt that she needed to be a presence, but she needed to be a peripheral
presence. So now, she's sort of easier for me, because I feel like her true purpose is being served, as opposed to tr\ing to
shove her out front and center. There was plent\ for them to have done, and the\ didn't, but it's Àne. The\'re two ver\
different characters, the\'re eas\ to compartmentali]e.

SZeeW TaON is available to view via VOD starting December 15, 2013.
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